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Alexander HamiltonAlexander HamiltonAlexander HamiltonAlexander Hamilton::::    
Hero of the Revolution (The Artilleryman) 

    

By: Chapter President Bob O’Neal 
 

 
 

e last left young Alexander at school . . . where, in 
1775, he dropped out of King’s College and 

formed his own militia unit.    
 In April 1775, the “shot heard round the world” was 

fired at Lexington.  The Continental Congress named 
Colonel George Washington commander in chief of the 
Continental Army - then surrounding British-occupied 
Boston.  Hurrying north, Washington spent a day in New 
York City, where, on June 25, 1775, Alexander 
Hamilton braced at attention for Washington to inspect 
his militia. (1)   Story continued on Page 10. 
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Celebrating 120 Years! 
    

 

 
 

n February 20th 1896, approximately six years after 
Washington became the 42nd state, seven visionary 

men gathered together to establish the Alexander 
Hamilton Chapter of the SAR.  For the next 26 years 
they labored to fulfill the SAR’s mission of bringing 
“patriotism, history, and education” to the American 
public.  The dedication of these “Founders” continues to 
bear fruit 120 years later. 

Today, our Chapter is the largest of the eight Chapters 
in Washington State.  Our current membership tops 100, 
and continues to grow on a daily basis.  Recently, we 
inducted a 90 year old patriot who was a Marine Raider 
during WWII.  And then, just this past weekend, we 
inducted a family with three young boys.  Soon, it 
seems, we’ll need to find a larger meeting place for our 
Chapter meetings.  Does that sound exciting to you?  
Well, it doesn’t end there.  See Page 9 for more details 
about our Chapter. 
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http://www.johnnysatfife.com/ 
 

Next Meeting: 16 April 

(9AM) 
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Meeting Meeting Meeting Meeting HighlightsHighlightsHighlightsHighlights    and Newsand Newsand Newsand News        
 

 
 

     
 

   Dr. Lane is a descendant of Henry Parrish of North Carolina, a member of the 
Continental Regulars.  His other patriot ancestors include members of the horse 
cavalry.   He is a life-long horseman, and has previously worked as a living historian 
of the Civil War-era Union cavalry.   In his presentation at our Chapter meeting, he 
discussed the essential history of cavalry in the Continental Army. 
   Doug works for the Geriatrics and Extended Care Service of the VA Puget Sound 
Healthcare System. The VA Community Living Center at American Lake, in 
Lakewood, is based around a new concept called “cultural transformation” which 
encourages individualized care and involves the input of staff, residents, and family 
members. A culturally transformed community is an environment that treats residents 
as a whole, based on their individual medical, psychological, social, and spiritual 
needs. The Center has 83 beds divided into four distinct units including Hospice, 
Rehabilitation and Alzheimer/Dementia units. 
   Doug is a U.S. Army veteran (Commissioned Officer, Medical Department). He 
deployed in 2002-2003 as part of Operation Enduring Freedom. He lives in Tacoma 
with his wife and young daughter. 

 
 

    

Upcoming Events 

 
 

 

Apr 16
th

:  Chapter 

Meeting, Johnny’s at Fife 

(9AM- 11AM) 
 

April 29 – 30
th

:   Pacific 

District Conference - 

Embassy Suites Hotel, 

Portland Airport, OR 
 

April 30
th

:  WASSAR 

Annual Meeting - 

Embassy Suites Hotel, 

Portland Airport (8AM)  
 

May 21
st
:  Armed Forces 

Day Parade, Bremerton 
 

May 30
th

:   Memorial 

Day, Tahoma National 

Cemetery, Covington  

( 1 PM) 

 

 

 

Cavalry in the Continental Army 
By: Dr. Douglas Lane 

 

The cavalry still exists in strength as part of the 
United States Army, but its roots began as a humble, 
fledgling branch of the Continental Army. The 
Cavalry earned General Washington’s respect, and 
before long it was widely regarded as an elite force.  
It produced some of the War's most notable combat 
leaders ("Light Horse" Harry Lee, Francis Marion, 
etc.). The tradition of the horse cavalry lasted all the 
way to 1942, when the last mounted cavalry charge 
by the U.S. Army took place in the Philippines, by 
Philippine troops, against the Japanese. 

Congrats! 
 

Mr. Charles Meacham was recently 

inducted into the Sons of the American 

Revolution at his home in Gig Harbor.  

He’s 90 years old, and a veteran of 

WWII.  He was a member of the Marine 

Raiders during the war.  President Bob 

O’Neal (far left, blazer) performed the 

swearing-in ceremony.  In addition to 

receiving his member-certificate, Charles 

was also awarded the War Service 

Medal.  Treasurer Rodger Dent (right) is 

shown shaking Charles’ hand. 
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               A                                   B                                 C                                            D 

 

           
                                 E                                                     F                                         G 

 

           
                         H                                                 I                                               J 

 

A: New member Jaron Spoja; B: New member Emeka Egbuka; C: New members Ron Frederick and Keanan Ogilvie; D: New 
member Jim Sparks ; E: The Ron Frederick family; F:Jack Barney being inducted into our Chapter; G: John Landis (L) receives 
supplemental certificate from Genealogist Paul Fullmer; H: Jack Barney (L) receives War Service Medal from Chapter President Bob 
O’Neal; I: Kent Scribner, originally from South Dakota, holds his Military Service Certificate;  J: Guest Speaker, Dr. Douglas Lane 
(L) is presented with a Certificate of Appreciation for his outstanding presentation, “Cavalry in the Continental Army.” 
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JROTC Cadet/Major Carlos Alvarez was presented with the Enhanced JROTC Essay 

Award for his essay, titled, “How JROTC has prepared me to be a better citizen of the 

United States of America.”  Excerpts from of his award-winning essay clearly 

demonstrate why he was given the award.  In his own words... 

“JROTC to some is just a course, an elective that helps them gather credits for 

graduation.  But, to me, JROTC is a way of life.  I have learned to use the standards 

given to me and apply them to my everyday life.  JROTC has helped me better 

understand what it means to be someone in the real world and what it takes to be 

someone in the real world.” 

“I honor my role within JROTC, and value greatly being able to wear an Air Force uniform because I know that 

blood, sweat, and tears are not the only things that have been given up in order for me to wear that uniform.  I now 

realize that many sacrifices were made and lives were given up by those who wanted nothing more than freedom 

and liberty for all future generations to live a better life than they did.  I remember their accomplishments through 

my earned ribbons, I see the shadow of their names within my name tag, and I feel profoundly honored to wear my 

uniform.  JROTC has given me the tools and mindset to be someone in the world who makes a difference and I will 

do everything that I can to not only exceed the standards set for me, but also the standards that I have set for 

myself.”   

Cadet/Major Carlos Alvarez 

 

 

 

ROTC/JROTC – Help Wanted 

(Job #1):  Volunteer(s) are needed to assist with the Enhanced JROTC Essay Program.  See WA State 

SAR website for details.    http://www.wassar.net/ 

 
(Job #2):  Volunteers are needed to assist with JROTC/ROTC award presentations.  You needn’t be a 
military veteran to volunteer. 
 
Awards are generally presented in April and May.  There are nineteen schools and one college 
participating in this program. Multiple volunteers are needed. 

 
 

Email JROTC/ROTC Chairman Rodger Dent if you’d like to help with either of the above jobs. 

mailto:dentr@aol.com 

Wanted – No Experience Needed 
 

Our Chapter is experiencing a surge in applications and new 

memberships.   In order to make these folks feel welcome, VP 

Keith Weissinger is looking for compatriots who would be 

willing to serve as “Member Guides.”  If interested in 

volunteering, contact Keith at the following email address: 
 

mailto:kweiss47@comcast.net 

 

Whenever you access 
Amazon.com from within 
the NSSAR website, a 
portion of the money you 
spend is returned to the 
NSSAR General Fund. 

http://www.sar.org 
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2nd Grade at HCS.
 

F.  
flag.  T
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A:  New member Keanan Ogilvie lifts the cannon ball.

B.  Cadet/Major Carlos Alvarez (L), accompanied by his father, holds 
award-certificate for Enhanced JROTC Essay contest.

C.  New member Keanan Ogilvie receives his rosette.

D.   Johnny’s at Fife is filling up.  Come join the fun!

E.  Not too long ago, Commander Bob O’Neal presented 
Colonial Life” and the Betsy Ross story of the first official flag to the 
2nd Grade at HCS. 

  Bob held a coloring contest - a page of Betsy & George designing the 
flag.  The winner was announced and all participants were paid in 
Continental currency. 
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New member Keanan Ogilvie lifts the cannon ball. 

Cadet/Major Carlos Alvarez (L), accompanied by his father, holds 
certificate for Enhanced JROTC Essay contest. 

New member Keanan Ogilvie receives his rosette. 

Johnny’s at Fife is filling up.  Come join the fun! 
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Go to the WASSAR Facebook page for
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonSocietySAR/timeline 

2016 Pacific District Conference2016 Pacific District Conference2016 Pacific District Conference2016 Pacific District Conference

The Pacific District Conference will soon be upon us.  The Pacific District Conference will soon be upon us.  The Pacific District Conference will soon be upon us.  The Pacific District Conference will soon be upon us.  

All compatriots are invitedAll compatriots are invitedAll compatriots are invitedAll compatriots are invited

It will be held at the Embassy It will be held at the Embassy It will be held at the Embassy It will be held at the Embassy 

Register Now!Register Now!Register Now!Register Now!

       

 

I would like to extend a special “Thank You” to Bob O’Neal 

contributions to the “Cannon Ball.”  Without his 

would not exist.  Thanks, again, Bob.

Also, if any members would like to contribute photos or news articles 

about Chapter activities, biographies about your patriot ancestor(s), 

stories about a recent vacation, 

Revolutionary War, please sen

 

Bulletin BoardBulletin BoardBulletin BoardBulletin Board    

to the WASSAR Facebook page for great photos and more
https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonSocietySAR/timeline 

2016 Pacific District Conference2016 Pacific District Conference2016 Pacific District Conference2016 Pacific District Conference    

April 29April 29April 29April 29thththth    ––––    30303030thththth        

    

www.pacdistrictsar.org 

The Pacific District Conference will soon be upon us.  The Pacific District Conference will soon be upon us.  The Pacific District Conference will soon be upon us.  The Pacific District Conference will soon be upon us.  

All compatriots are invitedAll compatriots are invitedAll compatriots are invitedAll compatriots are invited    to attend.to attend.to attend.to attend.    

It will be held at the Embassy It will be held at the Embassy It will be held at the Embassy It will be held at the Embassy Suites Portland Airport hotel. Suites Portland Airport hotel. Suites Portland Airport hotel. Suites Portland Airport hotel. 

Register Now!Register Now!Register Now!Register Now!    See See See See website website website website (above)(above)(above)(above)    for details.for details.for details.for details.    

     

From the Editor: 

I would like to extend a special “Thank You” to Bob O’Neal for his many 

the “Cannon Ball.”  Without his support, this newsletter 

would not exist.  Thanks, again, Bob. 

Also, if any members would like to contribute photos or news articles 

about Chapter activities, biographies about your patriot ancestor(s), 

stories about a recent vacation, or other pertinent information about the 

Revolutionary War, please send me an email.   

mailto:pauladan82@gmail.com 

Thanks. 
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and more! 

 

 

    

The Pacific District Conference will soon be upon us.  The Pacific District Conference will soon be upon us.  The Pacific District Conference will soon be upon us.  The Pacific District Conference will soon be upon us.      

Suites Portland Airport hotel. Suites Portland Airport hotel. Suites Portland Airport hotel. Suites Portland Airport hotel.     

 

 

 

for his many 

, this newsletter 

Also, if any members would like to contribute photos or news articles 

about Chapter activities, biographies about your patriot ancestor(s), 

or other pertinent information about the 



 

7 

Your Chapter: Up CloseYour Chapter: Up CloseYour Chapter: Up CloseYour Chapter: Up Close    

                             
          A                                B                           C                         D                              E 

 

                          
              F                              G                            H                          I                              J 

Meet Your Meet Your Meet Your Meet Your Alexander Hamilton OfficersAlexander Hamilton OfficersAlexander Hamilton OfficersAlexander Hamilton Officers!!!!                            (Match Letters Above to Names Below)(Match Letters Above to Names Below)(Match Letters Above to Names Below)(Match Letters Above to Names Below) 

 
 

 

YouYouYouYour r r r WA State SAR President andWA State SAR President andWA State SAR President andWA State SAR President and    
ViceViceViceVice----PresidentPresidentPresidentPresident    

 
 

(L to R):  Douglas Nelson, President; Chuck Waid, 
Vice-President (and Alexander Hamilton Member)

CURRENT OFFICERS/ASSIGNMENTS 

President: (A)                       Bob O’Neal 
Vice President: (B)                 Keith Weissinger 
Secretary:  (C)                      Paul Adan 
Treasurer:  (D)                      Rodger Dent 
Chaplain:  (E)                        Mike England 
Genealogist:  (F)                    Paul Fullmer 
Historian: (G)                       Jerry Hull 
Trustee (Projects):  (H)           Lee Thomasson  
Trustee (Fund Raising): (I)       Art Dolan 
 Immediate Past 
 President: (J)                        Russ Pringle 

 
 

 Color Guard:                        Lee Thomasson 
 Eagle Scouts:                        Lee Thomasson 
 Flag Certificates:                   Bob Parrish 
 JROTC/ROTC:                     Rodger Dent  
 “The Cannon Ball” Editor:        Paul Adan  
 Veteran’s Services:                Bob Parrish 

 



Chapter TraditionsChapter TraditionsChapter TraditionsChapter Traditions
 

 

“You may ask, how did this tradition get started?  
I’ll tell you...I don’t know.”  
 
“A fiddler on the roof.  Sounds crazy, no?  But here, 
in our little village of Anatevka, you might say 
every one of us is a fiddler on the roof trying to 
scratch out a pleasant, simple tune without breaking 
his neck.  It isn’t easy.  You may ask, ‘Why do we 
stay up there if it’s so dangerous?’  Well, we stay up 
because Anatevka is our home.  And how do we 
keep our balance?  That I can tell you in one word: 
Tradition!” 

Tevye, “Fiddler on the Roof”

 

"gÜtw|à|ÉÇá xÇÜ|v{ ÉâÜ Ä|äxá uç ÜxÅ|Ç
Éy ÉâÜ ÑtáàA  g{xç uÜ|Çz âá àÉzxà{xÜ? tÇw 
áàÜxÇzà{xÇ à{x uÉÇwá à{tà Åt~x âá t  vÉÅÅ
tÇw t Çtà|ÉÇA  fÉÅxà|Åxá? tá ãtá à{x vtáx 
ã|à{ gxäçx? à{x|Ü ÉÜ|z|Çá tÜx âÇ~ÇÉãÇ? ÉÜ xäxÇ 
Åçà{|vtÄ „ çxà áà|ÄÄ? à{x|Ü |ÇyÄâxÇvx |á ÑtÄÑtuÄxA  
XäxÜç xyyÉÜà Åâáà ux àt~xÇ àÉ ÇÉà ÉÇÄç 
à{x àÜtw|à|ÉÇá ãx {täx? uâà tÄáÉ àÉ vÜxtàx 
àÜtw|à|ÉÇá yÉÜ yâàâÜx zxÇxÜtà|ÉÇá. 

 
There are two traditions that we ac

here at the Alexander Hamilton Chapter.  They are, 
as follows: 

 

 

Chapter TraditionsChapter TraditionsChapter TraditionsChapter Traditions    

 

“You may ask, how did this tradition get started?  

“A fiddler on the roof.  Sounds crazy, no?  But here, 
in our little village of Anatevka, you might say 

us is a fiddler on the roof trying to 
scratch out a pleasant, simple tune without breaking 
his neck.  It isn’t easy.  You may ask, ‘Why do we 
stay up there if it’s so dangerous?’  Well, we stay up 
because Anatevka is our home.  And how do we 

nce?  That I can tell you in one word: 

Tevye, “Fiddler on the Roof” 

 

uç ÜxÅ|Çw|Çz âá 
Éy ÉâÜ ÑtáàA  g{xç uÜ|Çz âá àÉzxà{xÜ? tÇw 
áàÜxÇzà{xÇ à{x uÉÇwá à{tà Åt~x âá t  vÉÅÅâÇ|àç 

fÉÅxà|Åxá? tá ãtá à{x vtáx 
xäçx? à{x|Ü ÉÜ|z|Çá tÜx âÇ~ÇÉãÇ? ÉÜ xäxÇ 

çxà áà|ÄÄ? à{x|Ü |ÇyÄâxÇvx |á ÑtÄÑtuÄxA  
XäxÜç xyyÉÜà Åâáà ux àt~xÇ àÉ ÇÉà ÉÇÄç ÑÜxáxÜäx 

{täx? uâà tÄáÉ àÉ vÜxtàx 

 

There are two traditions that we acknowledge 
here at the Alexander Hamilton Chapter.  They are, 

 

The Induction Ceremony with Cannon Ball,

Musket, and Tri

 

 

Steven R. Turnock

 
he cannon ball that is used in the induction 
ceremony was donated by Lee Thom

purchased it off of ebay for $60, from a man who 
had unearthed it from a construction site 
Island, NY.  It is, quite possibly, a cannon ball that 
was shot from one of Alexander Hamilton’s 
cannons. 

The President’s Neck Ribbon

 

 
n the 1970s, the Alexander Hamilton Chapter met 
at Fort Lewis and was composed of many 

military men.  One of these men, Colonel John L. 
Goff, US Army, donated his President’s neck 
ribbon and badge to the Chapter.  
It has been passed down to each Chapter president 
since then, and is still being worn today, 42 years 
later, by President Bob O’Neal.

T

I

8 

The Induction Ceremony with Cannon Ball, 

Musket, and Tri-Corn hat 

 

  (March 2015) 

he cannon ball that is used in the induction 
ceremony was donated by Lee Thomasson.  He 

bay for $60, from a man who 
construction site in Long 

Island, NY.  It is, quite possibly, a cannon ball that 
was shot from one of Alexander Hamilton’s 

 

The President’s Neck Ribbon 

 

n the 1970s, the Alexander Hamilton Chapter met 
at Fort Lewis and was composed of many 

military men.  One of these men, Colonel John L. 
Goff, US Army, donated his President’s neck 
ribbon and badge to the Chapter.  The year: 1974.  

o each Chapter president 
, and is still being worn today, 42 years 

by President Bob O’Neal. 
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Celebrating 120 Years! 
(Continued from Pg 1) 

 
n addition to having the most members, our Chapter is 
also the most active in the Color Guard.  We currently 

have over 10 members who participate in the 
Washington State Color Guard.  These Alexander 
Hamilton (AH) members, while dressed in Regimental 
or Militia uniforms, reach out to the community though 
parades, citizenship ceremonies, classroom 
presentations, and more.  One of our members, Viren 
Lemmer, even created a Fife and Drum Corps that is a 
huge draw during parades and ceremonies.  In fact, 
during the 2015 Veterans Day Parade, the drums were 
instrumental (pardon the pun) in the Color Guard being 
awarded the “Veterans Award” for best non-motorized 
entry.   

 

But it doesn’t end there... 
 

Our members are also engaged in numerous other 
activities, to include promoting JROTC/ROTC programs 
in area schools, recognizing Eagle Scouts and Boy 
Scouts for their achievements, identifying and honoring 
members of the community who are flying the “Stars 
and Stripes” in an honorable and patriotic manner, 
supporting the Sea Scouts, contributing funds to support 
the Chehalis Veterans Memorial Museum, and honoring 
local heroes.  Last year, our Chapter (specifically, Bill 
Baxter) donated a portrait of George Washington, which 
now hangs in the foyer of the George Washington 
Elementary School.    
 

As you can see, the Alexander Hamilton Chapter is 
much more than just a monthly meeting – although that 
is a lot of fun, too.  Get involved, and don’t be shy about 
getting “plugged-in” to our Chapter. 

 
 

Important Names & Dates 
 
January 11th 1755:     Alexander Hamilton was born 
 

July 12th 1804:           Died (49 years old) 
 

April 30th 1889:         SAR is organized 
 

November 11th 1889:   Washington became a state 
 

February 20th 1896:     Alexander Hamilton Chapter of   
                            the SAR is founded 
 

May 18th 1972:          AH was reactivated by C.G.       

                            Stillman, and Dr. Craig Gunter 

1970s:                     Chapter met at Fort Lewis 

Interesting Facts 

 
Hamilton’s Artillery Unit: “Hearts of Oak.”  It became 
the 5th Artillery Regiment of the United States Army, 
and is still in existence at Fort Leavenworth KS!  It is the 
oldest regular army unit on active duty.  Artillerymen in 
the 5th Regt. wear the unit crest. 
 

 
 

From archival record, "Washington State Society, S.A.R. 
1916," t he following: 
 

Alexander Hamilton “Charter members on the first 
Board of Management” (1896) were: 
 

Rev. Arthur Newton Thompson [Vice President] 
George B. Blanchard 

Harrison Gardner Foster [President] 
George Hunt Walker 
Robert Gile Walker [Secretary] 
Walter Marsh Bosworth  
Benjamin Looker Harvey" [Registrar & Treasurer] 

 

Who would have ever known? 
 

The bronze plaque on the first step of the boyhood home 
of Bing Crosby, on North J. Street, was placed by our 

Alexander Hamilton Chapter SAR!! The inscription 
reads, 

 
 
 

"Birthplace of Harry Lillis 'Bing' Crosby 
May 2, 1904 

Placed by Sons of the American Revolution" 

I
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Looking BackLooking BackLooking BackLooking Back
Alexander Hamilton: Alexander Hamilton: Alexander Hamilton: Alexander Hamilton:         Hero of the RevolutionHero of the RevolutionHero of the RevolutionHero of the Revolution 

The ArtillerymanThe ArtillerymanThe ArtillerymanThe Artilleryman 

(Cont. pg 1)
 

wo months later, the last British troops withdrew 

from Manhattan, going aboard the warship Asia. At 

11 o’clock on the night of August 23 Continental Army 

Artillery captain John Lamb gave orders for his 

company, supported by Hamilton’s volunteers and a 

light infantry unit, to seize two dozen cannon from the 

battery at the island’s southern tip. Shortly after 

midnight, the British spotted Hamilton and his friend 

Hercules Mulligan, and about 100 comrades tugging on 

ropes they had attached to the heavy guns. The redcoats 

opened a brisk musket fire. Hamilton’s militiamen 

returned fire, killing a redcoat.  At this, the Asia hoisted 

sail and began working in close to shore, firing a 32-gun 

broadside of solid shot. (1) 

Many years later Mulligan would recall: “I was 

engaged in hauling off one of the cannons, when Mister 

Hamilton came up and gave me his musket to hold and 

he took hold of the rope . . . . Hamilton [got] away with 

the cannon. I left his musket in the Battery and retreated. 

As he was returning, I met him and he asked for his 

piece. I told him where I had left it and he went for it, 

[disregarding] the continued firing, with as much 

concern as if the [Asia] had not been there.” (1) 

Hamilton’s cool under fire inspired the men around 

him: they got away with 21 of the battery’s 24 guns, 

dragged them uptown to 

City Hall Park and drew 

them up around the Liberty 

Pole under guard for 

safekeeping. (1) 

On January 6, 1776, the 

New York Provincial 

Congress ordered that an 

artillery company be raised 

to defend the colony; 

Hamilton, unfazed that virtually all commissions were 

going to native colonists of wealth and social position, 

leaped at the opportunity.  

 

 

 
Two senior generals invited Hamilton to become their 

aide-de-camp. He declined both, gambling instead on 

commanding his own troops in combat.  Because he was 

only 19, the congress gave Hamilton an examination to 

determine if he could command the company, which he 

passed.(2) A nephew of General George Washington saw 

Hamilton's attention to drilling his men in the field and 

commended him to Washington. 

He was “appointed Captain of the Provincial 

Company of Artillery of this colony.” (New York) With 

the last of his college scholarship money, he had his 

friend Mulligan, a tailor, make him a blue coat with buff 

cuffs and buckskin 

breeches. (1)  

He then set about 

recruiting the 30 men 

required for his 

company. “We 

engaged 25 men [the 

first afternoon],” 

Mulligan remembered.  Hamilton had the unit 

designated as ‘Continental Artillery’ and with more pay, 

“within three weeks, the young officer’s company was 

up to 69 men, more than double the required number.” (1)  

This unit is still in service!  Hamilton's Battery is the 

only U.S. military unit of any type to have an unbroken 

line of service from the war of the Revolution to the 

present U.S. Army. Today, this unit is Battery D, 5th 

Field Artillery.(2)  

In the Revolution, it saw action at Trenton, Princeton, 

Germantown, Yorktown, fired its first shots at English 

warships off Manhattan's Battery and its last from the 

same spot to celebrate the departure of the English from 

the harbor.(2) 

Next:  The Battles of Bunker Hill, Long Island/ 
           Harlem Heights 

 

1.  (1999)2.Randall, Willard Sterne, “Alexander Takes Command,” 
Smithsonian magazine, January 2003. 
2. Smith, LTC Walter H, “Alexander Hamilton, Artilleryman”, 1929 Field 
Artillery Journal, pp. 610 – 623.

T
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Brick WallsBrick WallsBrick WallsBrick Walls     
(Part Three of Series) 

enealogical research, as we all know, is both rewarding and frustrating.  Sometimes the payoff is hugely satisfying, 
and can lead to a Supplemental certificate.  On other occasions, in the process of following a promising lead, the 

weary researcher unexpectedly slams into a proverbial “brick wall.”  Suddenly, all research grinds to a halt, and remains 
at a standstill even after repeated efforts to get beyond the wall.  When this happens, it is sometimes tempting to give up – 
and then pursue other hobbies. 
 
The following article by Eileen Dodge, “Breaking Down Your Brick Walls,” appeared in the 10 January 2013 (Volume 

23, No. 5, page 3) newsletter of the Olympia Genealogical Society. 

 
 

Illegitimacy 
 

Illegitimacy may be obvious or very well concealed. The most obvious definition is that the mother and the 
father were not married at the time of the child's birth. However, it can also mean that the entity or institution 
recording the birth did not recognize the marriage. One of the most common areas of dispute is between the civil 
authorities and the church. A couple may be married in the eyes of the church, but not in the eyes of the state. 
Conversely, a couple may have had a civil marriage, but it was not recognized when it came to having the child 
baptized in a church. At one time if a man married his deceased wife's sister, the marriage was not considered 
valid and the children were illegitimate. 

 

How to Recognize a “Bastard” in the Records 
 

An illegitimate child was usually recorded as such in the parish registers. The most common description was 
"base born," "natural" or "bastard" child. The parish records in most countries and times did not spare the mother 
or child and usually managed to get the "shameful" facts recorded. Even if the record only asked for names, the 
recorder would squeeze in a descriptive term. If the child is said to be the "reputed" son of John Smith, it means 
the father either admits it or it has been proven. The "imputed" son means he doesn't admit it, but the mother is 
accusing him. 

A better-concealed "love child" might be one that is passed off as the youngest child in a large family. In fact, 
instead of being the youngest of the siblings, it might be the oldest of the grandchildren. You might be suspicious 
if the last child came several years after the next youngest sibling. 

 

Finding the Unknown Fathers 
 

Just because your ancestor was born illegitimate doesn't mean that the father's line is abruptly truncated. There 
are many ways in which the father might be revealed. Examine birth and marriage records carefully. Within a few 
months or years of the child's birth, the parents might marry. Depending on the time and place, this could 
legitimize the child. In some places an entry would be made on the birth record noting that the child had been 
legitimized. In other cases, the newly-married parents might have to go through a civil procedure to have the child 
legitimized. 

Keep an eye out for records indicating any older male taking a particular interest in a child. For example, the 
father might help arrange for the apprenticeship of a boy. A child might become the ward of a wealthier man. An 
"uncle" might take a special interest in a child's life. The child or adult might be named in the will of an 
apparently unrelated person. The father may have felt guilty and wanted to leave his child something and may 
actually call him his "natural son," especially if the man's wife had already died and he would bring no 
embarrassment to her. A man could also decide to legally acknowledge his child many years later. If he had no 
sons of his own, he might want to know his estate would at least go to his own bloodline. 

 

Editor’s Note:  The remainder of this article will be included in future editions of the Cannon Ball. 
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